Don't Sell Our American Heritage: Why Federal Lands Matter to Indiana
As budget talks heat up in Washington DC, Congress is considering selling off our nation’s heritage. When we think of America’s great public lands, Indiana does not immediately jump to mind, yet over 500,000 acres of Indiana’s land is jointly owned by the American people.  The idea of divesting our shared American heritage is a dangerous precedent that carries significant negative implications for Indiana and its citizens while betraying one of America’s greatest ideas, public lands for all.
Within Indiana’s borders our federal lands provide Hoosiers with an opportunity to experience real Indiana and be reminded of our nation’s heritage. Indiana Dunes National Park, Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial, Muscatatuck and Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuges, Hoosier National Forest are all part of the fabric of our nation. This is truly what makes America Great. Selling off these iconic lands would lead to restricted access, prioritizing private profit over public use. 
Just last week Indiana celebrated the opening of Busseron Creek Fish and Wildlife Area. Over 4000 acres of land, permanently protected by our state for Hoosiers to enjoy in perpetuity. We are a state starving for public lands where Hoosiers can hike hunt and fish. Milestones like the opening of Busseron Creek are rightfully celebrated. We must make clear that Indiana needs more, not less public land.
Federal lands play a crucial role in conservation and biodiversity. They provide habitats for countless species. The fragmentation and potential development of these lands could have unforeseen consequences for our nation's delicate ecosystems, impacting Indiana wildlife, our drinking water and Hoosier’s opportunity to hunt, fish, hike and experience our natural heritage.
Beyond the economic and environmental arguments, there's a fundamental principle at stake: these lands belong to all Americans. They are a legacy passed down through generations, offering opportunities for recreation, education, and spiritual connection with the natural world. Selling them off diminishes this shared inheritance and frankly devalues the American ideal.
Some proponents argue that selling federal lands could alleviate government debt or even solve the housing affordability crisis. However, this short-sighted approach overlooks the long-term value these lands provide. Once sold, they are gone, and the potential for future public benefit is lost forever. We must not sacrifice our national treasures for a tenuous temporary financial fix.
As Hoosiers, we must demand that our elected officials stand firm against any proposal to sell off federal lands. Let us protect America’s greatest idea, today and for generations to come.
Sincerely,
Dan Boritt
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Executive Director, Indiana Wildlife Federation
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